
 

Securing 'supportive environments' for health in the face of ecosystem
collapse: Meeting the triple threat with a sociology of creative transformation

   
   
   
Abstract:

In this paper, we reflect on and explore what remains to be done to make the concept of supportive
environments--one of the Ottawa Charter's five core action areas--a reality in the context of growing
uncertainty about the future and accelerated pace of change. We pay particular attention to the physical
environment, while underscoring the inextricable links between physical and social environments, and
particularly the need to link social and environmental justice. The paper begins with a brief orientation to
three emerging threats to health equity, namely ecological degradation, climate change, and peak oil, and
their connection to economic instability, food security, energy security and other key determinants of health.
We then present three contrasting perspectives on the nature of social change and how change is
catalyzed, arguing for an examination of the conditions under which cultural change on the scale required to
realize the vision of 'supportive environments for all' might be catalyzed, and the contribution that health
promotion as a field could play in this process. Drawing on sociological theory, and specifically practice
theory and the work of Pierre Bourdieu, we advocate rethinking education for social change by attending
more adequately to the social conditions of transformative learning and cultural change. We conclude with
an explication of three key implications for health promotion practice: a more explicit alignment with those
seeking to curtail environmental destruction and promote environmental justice, strengthening engagement
with local or settings-focused 'communities of practice' (such as the Transition Town movement), and
finding new ways to creatively 'engage emergence', a significant departure from the current dominant focus
on 'risk management'.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/heapro/dar073   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker

Exposure :  
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Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Ecosystem Changes, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Security

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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